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GUIDELINE ESSAY COMPETITION 2025

1. Competition Themes

The World | Want to Live In == With technological advancements and scarce resources, how

do we envision an ideal world for future generations?
2. Prompt Options

Participants may choose from the following prompts:

a. BUSINESS ECONOMICS

1. Should social media companies be held responsible for enabling disinformation?

2. Should multinationals invest in sustainable energy at the expense of increased costs?
b. LIFE & MEDICAL SCIENCES

1. Should governments ban the use of artificially grown fruits and vegetables?

2. Should plastic food packaging be replaced with biodegradable materials?

¢. ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY

1. Should Artificial Intelligence be embraced as a learning tool in schools?

2. Is social media making us less social?

3. Should the scientific advancement in nuclear energy be justified?
3. Participant Requirements

e Junior Level Students (Grade 7-9)
e Individual participation only (no teams)

e Each participant may submit one essay
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e Submission must be the participant’s own original work

e Open to students from national and international schools
4. Technical Writing Requirements

e Language: English

e Format: Typed, Times New Roman, size 12, 1.5 spacing, A4, PDF
e Word Count: 1000-1500 words

e Include a cover page with: Name, Grade, School, Essay Title

e File name format: FullName_Grade_School.pdf

e Submit your essay through the official Google Form link

e Late submissions will not be accepted
5. Assessment Criteria

- Understanding of the topic:

e To what extent did the writer demonstrate a clear understanding of the question?
e Key concepts related to the question are identified; excellent use of literary and

argumentative techniques
- Introduction:

e To what extent did the writer manage to capture its readers' attention by using a
creative opening?
e Highly engaging and original introduction; immediately captures attention while

clearly linking to topic and tone of essay
- Effectiveness in presenting a point-of-view:

e To what extent did the writer present his/her point of view?
e Strong, persuasive, and insightful point of view; well-supported with convincing

evidence and reasoning
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- Literary style, grammar and spelling

e Excellent command of language; polished writing style; accurate grammar and

spelling; sophisticated vocabulary and flow
- Structure & References

e Well-structured, cohesive essay; excellent flow between paragraphs; accurate and

consistent use of references or citations
6. Essay Structure (Required)

1. Introduction

- Introduce the theme and point of view

- Present an interesting hook to engage readers

2. Body Paragraphs

- Logical and structured arguments

- Relevant evidence, examples, data, or explanations
3. Conclusion

- Reaffirm the main points

- Provide a final reflection or insight

4. References (if any)

- Use a simple citation style (APA Style)
7. Timeline

- Pre-Registration: 21 Nov — 17 Dec 2025

(https://www.pascalcollege.id/essay-competition)

- Essay Submission: 8 Dec 2025 — 8 Jan 2026
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(https://forms.gle/gZLvHy8B41TYKHF78)

- Scoring & Judging: 15 Dec 2025 — 16 Jan 2026
- Final Stage: 24 January 2026

- Awarding Ceremony: 24 January 2026

8. Other Provisions

- Essays that are plagiarized or Al-generated will be disqualified.
- The committee reserves the right to publish the winning essays for PCl publication
purposes.

- The judges' decision is final.

9. Announcement & Prizes

» Winners will be announced on 24 January 2026 during the Awarding Ceremony at
Pascal College Indonesia BSD.
» Prizes:
- Entrance fee Scholarship at PCI (UP TO 100%)
- Student Development Support (UP TO IDR 3,000,000)
- Certificates

- Exclusive Merchandise
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FAQ ESSAY COMPETITION 2025

1. Theme & Prompt Selection

Q: Do | have to link the prompt to the theme “The World | Want to Live In”?
A: Yes, it’s required. All prompts fall under the main theme. You can write about the topic of

your choice and conclude with your perspective on the ideal world you desire.

Q: Can | choose a prompt that is not on the list?

A: No. Participants can only choose questions provided by the committee.

Q: Can | combine two prompts?

A: Not allowed. Participants must choose only one prompt.

2. Writing Techniques & Format

Q: Is it acceptable to have less than 1000 words or more than 1500 words?
A: No. Essays that do not meet the word limit will be considered ineligible and may be

disqualified

Q: Is it permissible to use languages other than English?

A: No. The required language is English.

Q: Is it mandatory to use Times New Roman 12, 1.5 spacing?

A: Yes. The format requirements are mandatory.

Q: Is PDF mandatory?

A: Yes, files must be submitted in PDF format.

3. Authenticity & Use of Al

Q: Can | use Al to help me write?

A: No. Essays that are entirely generated by Al will be disqualified. However, you may use Al
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for research or brainstorming, as long as the original writing is your own and the results

demonstrate creativity and personal writing style.

Q: Will plagiarism be checked?
A: Yes. All essays will undergo plagiarism checks. Essays found to be plagiarized will be

disqualified.

4. Submission

Q: Can | edit my essay after submitting it?

A: No. Please ensure that the file is final before sending it.

Q: What if | miss the deadline?

A: Late submissions will not be accepted under any circumstances.

Q: May | submit twice?

A: No. Each participant may only submit one essay.

6. Assessment

Q: Are references mandatory?

A: Not mandatory, but highly recommended if you use specific data, studies, or theories.

Q: Does the assessment prioritize data or opinion?
A: Both are important. Essays must have a clear personal point of view, supported by logical

arguments and relevant evidence.

7. Final Stage & Announcement

Q: What are the requirements to qualify for the final round?
A: Passed based on essay scores from the judges according to the assessment criteria (top

scorers).
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Q: Is the final stage in the form of a presentation?

A: Yes, more information will be announced later



